Our Vision: Engaged and self-managing learners who interact
positively in our community and have a desire to achieve excellence

Newsletter – 2nd March 2018

E matahi ana e mataara

Principal’s message:
Kia ora ora nga matua me nga whanau katoa o te kura taka waenga nei o Whakaoriori.
The month of February has disappeared amongst a huge amount of student-focused activity here
at Masterton Intermediate. March will be even busier, starting with today’s Ki-o-Rahi classic being
held at Riversdale beach.
Next week, your child will receive information about which group they have been placed in for
the Education Outside the Classroom Programme which will take place on Thursday, March 22
and Friday, March 23. I really encourage you to join us for these two days if you are able to.
I also hope that you will be able to attend the three-way conferences that will take place in your
child’s classroom near the end of the month. Further details are available later in this newsletter.
“E matahi ana, e mataara!” (Work together and be on to it!)
Naku noa atu,

Russell Thompson

(Tumuaki)

Snapshot on sports:
SUPER SPORT SOFTBALL
Our boys’ and girls’ teams both performed outstandingly at the Super Sport Softball tournament held at Colquhoun Park on
Wednesday, February 28 to convincingly win both banners for the third successive year.
Both teams received fantastic support from a large contingent of parents and supporters who travelled over for the day.
Results were:
Boys

Girls

v Ross - won 27-0
v Feilding – won 20-1
v Whanganui – won 14-0

v Monrad = won 24-7

v Monrad (Final) – won 9-0

v Palmerston North – won 18-8

v Feilding – won 25-0

The successful boys team members were:
Lincoln Allen-Jury (captain), Luke Buckley, Devon Cocks, Charlie Gain
Sam Jonas, Charlie Karaitiana, Ian McRae, Tim Parker, Sam Payne
Le’Sharn Reiri-Paku, Karnyae Ropiha-Waiwai, Jackson Sargent
Russell Thompson and Ben Molesi (coaches)
The winning girls squad was:
Awatea Carswell, Logan Cullen, Edith Dickson, Lisa Gunn,
Cindy Mantell, Lyrick Rimene-McRae, Kenya Riwai-Couch,
Ella Robinson, Maia Rowlands, Trinity Savaliga, MacKenzie Tait
Keely Riwai-Couch and Nathan Robinson (coaches)

2018 is going to be a great year! I will try
out for as many opportunities as I can! - Ben Simpson
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RANDOM NUMBERS

22

The number of Amazing EOTC options our students have chosen from for our
upcoming EOTC days on 22 & 23 March.

50

The number of MIS students who are very excited about their trip to YMCA
Leadership at Camp Kaitoke on Monday and Tuesday

Celebrating our success:
Rm 3’s Pen Pal Exchange
In Inquiry we have been learning about our Culture and Identity. Mr Chris Engel came for a visit
to MIS and he showed us a slideshow on Uganda. We were all given a Pen Pal to write to. Now
we are replying to our letters. We can't wait until they reply.
Justin and Eli - Room 3

READING AWARDS
Our reading challenge is a very motivating system we have in place to encourage our learners to
read more, and to read more broadly. Here are some of the students who have recently been
acknowledged for their efforts in reading this year. We have Bronze (10 books); Silver (20
books); Gold (40 books) and Platinum (50 books). We have had 2 students this year already achieve their Gold Award. Well
done kids!

“The more that you read, the more things you
will know. The more that you learn, the more
places you'll go.”
― Dr. Seuss, I Can Read With My Eyes
Shut!

THREE WAY CONFERENCES
One way we ‘celebrate our success’ here at MIS is through our Three-way conferences. These are happening on Tuesday 27th
March and Wednesday 28th March. Students will be finishing at 12:20pm on Tuesday 27th March to allow for us to complete our
appointments. Each year we hope that 100% of our parents will attend these valuable events. To book yours, visit
www.schoolinterviews.co.nz and use the event code: a37j7

Student Leaders
Congratulations to these Student Leaders who were recently elected by their peers. These students, as well as some others will
make up the 50 students who will be going to the YMCA Leadership Camp at Kaitoke on Monday and Tuesday.
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Room 5 writing
Room 5 were recently in the middle of some creative writing when they were visited by longstanding friend of MIS, Norm Hewitt.
Norm set a challenge to this class to write the best piece they could, with the one judged the best receiving a prize from him!
Here is the piece of writing from winner, Katie Harris.
Motionless, she stood gazing down the never-ending
tunnel. The track extended as far as the eye could see,
encased by walls of brightest green. The trees that lined
the way grew tall, reaching up and over, interlocking
their spindly branches like fingers trapping whoever
dared to walk this treacherous route. It was like looking
down nature’s kaleidoscope.
Where did the path lead? She had dreamt of this
moment, but in her dream she couldn’t remember what
happened next.
There was only one way to find out; she bravely took a
step forward…
Actually, quite a few steps forward, it was a very long
track. Something was enchanting about walking along
that path so she lost track of time while doing so. She
didn’t realise she had been walking for 3 hours until a
ginormous roar filled up the entire cave and snapped
her back into reality. She realised she had been away
from her home for a long time now and she was starving
and slightly woozy. That wasn’t her biggest worry
though as she was curious as where the roar came
from.

She remembered the last time she had gotten lost 10
years ago when she was 3. She remembered her
magical friend. She decided to pray to him as she sat on
the tracks all puffy eyed. Suddenly she heard that roar
but louder, it was familiar to her. The cave started
shaking violently and light started peeking through the
closed up wall in front of her.
Worried, she stood off the track, which was good
because just as she did one of her long lost friends
burst through the wall. “Catbus!!!” The tears where now
happy ones. She hadn’t seen her childhood friends in 10
years. Totoro had listened to her. He wasn’t there but
she knew he had listened to her. Inside Catbus there
was a whole loaf of rice bread joined by 2 fresh corn
cobs. There were holes poked in one, it was a drawing
of Totoro. She smiled as she peeled off a chunk of
bread to eat and slowly nodded of to sleep.
She woke up laying by her garden hugging the corn
cobs and the bread. She stood up smiling. She couldn’t
wait to tell Satsuki about her adventure with their old
childhood friends. – By Katie Harris

She was looking for the source when she realised the
tunnel behind her has closed up with leaves. Tears
streamed down her cheeks as she imagined her grave
in the middle of the tracks “Here lies Mei”. She thought
of her sister and dad who could be worrying about her.

For your information:
OUR COMMUNITY, OUR CURRICULUM
A number of MIS staff members are currently working very hard to review our School Curriculum.
This is happening so that we can ensure MIS learners get the very best deal possible. We want our
learning experiences to be relevant, purposeful and powerful. To learn more about this process and
to share you ideas on what you believe needs to be included, please come along to our Curriculum
and Reporting consultation evening on Thursday 5 April at 6:00pm in the MIS hall.

CENSUS
The census provides a wealth of information for the country to understand more about the people who live in New Zealand and to
help make good decisions about where services are needed.
Information from the census helps determine how billions of
dollars of government funding is spent across New
Zealand. Because the information we collect is about everyone in
New Zealand, it can be used to inform decisions and make plans about
services and where they should be, such as hospitals, kōhanga reo, schools, roads,
and public transport. Councils, iwi, and businesses use census information to help work out the
core needs of their area or services. Community groups and organisations use the information to
support funding applications and make the case for improvements within their communities.
This year, people are encouraged to complete the census online at https://online.census.govt.nz/census/landing/ . For those
people who do not have access to the internet, you have the opportunity to come into MIS and complete your census this
Saturday. Room 12 teacher Robyn Hamilton has kindly offered to make her room (and her time) available this Saturday 3
March from 11am – 2pm. Just come along with your code (from the letter sent to your household).
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FUN RUN
Our annual Fun Run is fast approaching. This hugely successful event contributes thousands of
dollars to projects which benefit our learners each year. We organise this fantastic event
through https://schoolfundraising.co.nz/ . Students can register online to fundraise to family
and friends all over the world.
This year our Fun Run will occur on Tuesday 20 March at 11:15am. It will follow our 4km
course which will be marshalled by our MIS teachers and teacher assistants, each of whom
will have a fun challenge to children to complete.
Any students who are making fundraising visits around their neighbourhood should do so in
MIS uniform with their official Fun Run pamphlet.

JAPAN TRIP GOLF TOURNAMENT
-

Individual stableford golf tournament
Eketahuna Golf Club
Sunday 4th March
Tee off 12:00pm
Entry fee $20

Come and help us and these fabulous kids raise
funds for our educational trip to Osaka Japan.
The day will include:
Shotgun start
Haggle hole
Closest to the pin
Quick fire raffle
Refreshments & fantastic prizes

Cash only on golf course.
Contact 06 3700088 or
juliet@mis.school.nz
to enter!
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Term One, 2018 activities
The following dates and activities are some of the key events that will take place this term:

FUN RUN
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